
KIRTLAND CUTTER

KIRTLAND CUTTER WAS BORN IN CLEVELAND, OHIO AUGUST 20, 1860. WHILE HIS 
EDUCATION INCLUDED ATTENDING BROOKS MILITARY ACADEMY, HIS REAL 
PASSION WAS IN ART AND ARCHITECTURE. AFTER MILITARY SCHOOL, HE ATTENDED 
THE ARTS STUDENTS LEAGUE OF NEW YORK. HE THEN TRAVELED TO EUROPE 
WHERE HE SPENT SEVERAL YEARS STUDYING AND EXPLORING THE ART AND 
ARCHITECTURE EUROPE HAD TO OFFER.
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PHOTO OF KIRTLAND CUTTER 
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L85-174.5 



BOOMTOWN!
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VIEW OF SPOKANE FALLS FROM THE NORTH SIDE OF THE RIVER 1864-1914
MAC 3125.1 

IN 1881, THE NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD HAD LAID TRACKS FROM SEATTLE 
TO SPOKANE. BY 1883, YOU COULD RIDE THE TRAIN ALL THE WAY TO NEW YORK 
CITY. THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD SYSTEM TURNED SPOKANE INTO A 
BOOMTOWN! PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD 
POURED INTO THE CITY LOOKING FOR NEW OPPORTUNITIES. THIS PHENOMENON 
SHOWS UP IN THE POPULATION STATISTICS. IN 1880 SPOKANE HAD A 
POPULATION OF 350. BY 1910 THE POPULATION HAD GROWN TO 104,000. 
RETURNING FROM EUROPE, KIRTLAND CUTTER WAS ONE OF THOSE LOOKING FOR 
NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN SPOKANE.



WHEN CUTTER CAME TO SPOKANE IN 1886, HE WORKED IN HIS UNCLE’S BANK BUT HAD 
VISIONS OF USING WHAT HE LEARNED DURING ART SCHOOL AND ON HIS GRAND TOUR OF 
EUROPE TO WORK AS AN ARCHITECT. HIS FIRST KNOWN WORK WAS DESIGNING A HOME FOR 
HIS UNCLE, HORACE CUTTER, ON STEVENS STREET IN 1887. THE GREAT SPOKANE FIRE OF 1889 
CREATED A DEMAND FOR NEW STRUCTURES. IT HELPED LAUNCH CUTTER’S CAREER AS AN 
ARCHITECT. EVENTUALLY, HE PARTNERED WITH KARL MALMGREN AND STARTED THE 
ARCHITECTURAL FIRM OF CUTTER AND MALMGREN. MANY HOMES AND BUSINESSES AROUND 
SPOKANE WERE DESIGNED BY THEIR FIRM. AS SPOKANE GREW, CUTTER AND MALMGREN’S 
BUSINESS AND REPUTATION GREW. THEY BEGAN DESIGNING PROPERTIES FOR WEALTHY FOLKS 
THROUGHOUT THE NORTHWEST INCLUDING SEATTLE AND MONTANA.

THE START OF A CAREER
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CUTTER ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS OF LEWIS F. CLARK HOUSE 1890 
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L84-207.5 



ARTS AND CRAFTS REVIVAL

CUTTER SPECIALIZED IN AN ARCHITECTURAL STYLE KNOWN AS ARTS AND CRAFTS REVIVAL. IT WAS A 
NOSTALGIC LOOK BACK AT THE HOMES AND DECORATIVE ARTS FROM PRE-INDUSTRIAL TIMES. IT 
INCLUDED AN APPRECIATION OF ART FROM CULTURES THAT EUROPEANS AND AMERICANS SAW AS 
EXOTIC. CAMPBELL HOUSE IS AN EXAMPLE OF THIS POPULAR STYLE. THE HOME’S EXTERIOR IS 
TUDOR REVIVAL; THE ENTRY HALL AND LIBRARY REFLECT A GOTHIC, MEDIEVAL STYLE; THE 
RECEPTION ROOM IS FRENCH ROCOCO; AND THE FORMAL DINING ROOM IS COLONIAL. THE DEN WAS 
A STYLE REFERRED TO AS MOORISH AND INCLUDED DECORATIVE ARTS THAT LOOK ASIAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN. THE ARTS AND CRAFTS REVIVAL STYLES WAS VERY POPULAR THROUGHOUT 
EUROPE AND AMERICA.
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FROM TOP LEFT: EXTERIOR OF CAMPBELL HOUSE, CAMPBELL HOUSE LIBRARY, DINING ROOM, RECEPTION ROOM, FRONT HALL, AND DEN
PHOTO CREDIT: DEAN DAVIS



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

NOT ONLY DID KIRTLAND CUTTER DESIGN CAMPBELL HOUSE, BUT HE ALSO DESIGNED 
MANY OTHER PRIVATE HOMES THROUGHOUT SPOKANE AND THE NORTHWEST, INCLUDING 
THE GLOVER MANSION, THE FINCH HOUSE, AND PATSY CLARK’S MANSION. HE DESIGNED 
MANY PUBLIC BUILDINGS AS WELL, SUCH AS THE DAVENPORT HOTEL. HIS RISING STAR IN 
SPOKANE GAVE HIM OPPORTUNITIES ELSEWHERE. HE DESIGNED THE IDAHO STATE 
BUILDING AT THE CHICAGO WORLD’S FAIR OF 1893, THE LAKE MCDONALD LODGE IN 
MONTANA’S GLACIER NATIONAL PARK, AND THE RAINIER CLUB IN SEATTLE. HE SAT ON THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ARCHITECTURAL LEAGUE OF THE PACIFIC COAST AND WAS 
A VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS.
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KIRTLAND CUTTER’S TOP HAT
MAC 3189.2 



A MOVE TO CALIFORNIA
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RISKY INVESTMENTS AND CHANGING ARCHITECTURAL TASTES IN THE 1920'S COLLAPSED 
CUTTER’S SPOKANE FIRM. IN 1923 KIRTLAND CUTTER MOVED TO LONG BEACH, 
CALIFORNIA WHERE HE ONCE AGAIN DESIGNED HOMES AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES, 
SPECIALIZING IN WHAT WAS KNOWN AS “CALIFORNIAN STYLE” UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1939.

SPOKANE REMAINS KIRTLAND CUTTER’S LEGACY. MANY OF THE STRUCTURES HE 
DESIGNED IN SPOKANE ARE STILL STANDING. THESE PROPERTIES ARE ICONIC TO THE 
ARCHITECTURAL LANDSCAPE AND LOOK OF SPOKANE AND ARE STILL ENJOYED, LIVED IN, 
AND VISITED BY SPOKANE RESIDENTS. HAVE YOU BEEN INSIDE A BUILDING OR HOME 
DESIGNED BY KIRTLAND CUTTER?

1914 DAVENPORT HOTEL
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L87-1.005X 
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RESEARCH 
SPOKANE 
HISTORY 

WHERE TO LOOK FOR PRIMARY SOURCES
WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SPOKANE HISTORY?
HERE ARE IDEAS TO FIND MORE INFORMATION:
• USE THE MAC’S WEBSITE TO RESEARCH ONLINE PHOTOS AND OBJECTS: 

HTTPS://WWW.NORTHWESTMUSEUM.ORG
• VISIT HISTORIC CAMPBELL HOUSE AT THE MAC
• CHECK OUT THE EXHIBITS AT THE MAC
• MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT THE MAC TO SEARCH OUR ARCHIVES
• SEARCH THROUGH SPOKESMAN REVIEW AND SPOKANE CHRONICLE HISTORIC 

NEWSPAPERS
• VISIT WASHINGTON STATE ARCHIVES: 

HTTPS://WWW.SOS.WA.GOV/ARCHIVES/ARCHIVES_EASTERN.ASPX
• VISIT THE NORTHWEST ROOM AT THE SPOKANE PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

HTTPS://SPOKANELIBRARY.ORG/NORTHWEST-ROOM
• CONTACT WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES: 

HTTPS://LIBRARIES.WSU.EDU/MASC/UNIVERSITY-ARCHIVES/

DAVENPORT HOTEL CONSTRUCTION 1913
JOEL E. FERRIS ARCHIVES L87-1.2.13 

MONROE STREET BRIDGE 1920 CUTTER AND MALGREN 
DESIGNED THE ORNAMENTATION ON THE BRIDGE
JOEL E. FERRIS ARCHIVES L87-1.7977 

PATSY CLARK MANSION IN BROWNE’S ADDITION 1901
JOEL E. FERRIS ARCHIVES L99-22.401 



DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING NEWSPAPERS AND DOCUMENTS

DAVENPORT HOTEL CONSTRUCTION PLAN 1912-1913
 JOEL E. FERRIS ARCHIVES MS49 6B 3-4



DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING NEWSPAPERS AND DOCUMENTS

DAVENPORT HOTEL CONSTRUCTION PLAN 1912-1913 
JOEL E. FERRIS ARCHIVES MS49
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DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING PHOTOGRAPHS

TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO LOOK CLOSELY AT THIS PHOTOGRAPH.

WHAT’S GOING ON WITH THIS PHOTOGRAPH?
WHAT DO YOU SEE THAT MAKES YOU THINK THAT?
WHAT MORE CAN YOU FIND?

SEE THE QUESTIONS ON THE NEXT PAGE TO HELP YOU ANALYZE 
THIS PHOTO AND THE OTHER PHOTOS IN THIS DIGITAL MAC 
PACK.

CAMPBELL HOUSE LIBRARY 1910
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L91-120.28 
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DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING OBJECTS

KIRTLAND CUTTER RENDERING KIT
MAC 3001.11 

MONROE STREET BRIDGE BISON SKULL ORNAMENT  
DESIGNED BY KIRTLAND CUTTER
MAC 4156.1

KIRTLAND CUTTER TOP HAT
MAC 3189.2 

POKER CHIPS FROM THE SPOKANE FIRE OF 1889
MAC 1007.9A
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